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will formally declare the action to be ultra vires.
Conversely, if any Act requires them to do something,
and they omit to do it, the High Court will order its
performance by a writ of Mandamus, Furthermore,
one of the largest Government departments, the
Ministry of Health, is constantly engaged in the task
of supervising local authorities, advising, exhorting,
inspecting, and—most vital of all—controlling their
finances. Indeed, in the important matter of making
by-laws two sanctions are applied, for every local
regulation of this kind must be both based upon a
statute and authorized by the appropriate Ministry.
The fact that they are subordinate deprives the local,
councils of the glamour which attaches to Westminster
and partly explains a second feature—the comparative
insignificance of party. In many of the large towns
there is, indeed, a strong opposition between a
Conservative side, which wishes to keep down local
expenditure in the interests of the wealthier rate-
payers, and a Labour or Socialist side, the policy of
which is to use the rates to benefit the masses. In some
others elections are fought between the two political
parties as a kind of rehearsal of a General Election,
and there also strong feelings may be aroused. Never-
theless, at least one-third of the seats normally go
uncontested; and inside the councils voting does not
invariably follow party lines. The office of mayor, for
example, or a seat on the aldermanic bench may often
go by rotation of some kind to a member of a party
which happens to be in the minority.
The weakness of party, in turn, is closely connected
with the prevalent system of government by com-
mittee. In a borough the council itself meets usually
once a month, a County Council perhaps once a quarter,

